The Four Principles 


By Sheikh Al-Islam Muhammad ibn Abdul -Wahhab, who said: 

IS) olj c-aS”" IS)G> dJi- olj LJjJl <3 01 -A-xJl i__dj ^c^S(Jl dill (JL^I 

. a.}L*-wdl 01 yp b^SDl Ob jjGXaO c_~ol lib jyd 5 ^Gl lib 

I ask Allah, the Most Generous, Lord of the Great Throne to befriend you in this world 
and the hereafter, and to make you blessed wherever you may be. And (I ask) that He 
make you from those who when they are given, are thankful; when they are tested, are 
patient; and when they sin, seek forgiveness (from Allah). For indeed these three 
characteristics are the true signs of happiness. 

JlS G5”" ^yjAl dJ L^l^- dill -LjC 01 dL* d_A"dU 01 axpILJ dill iij_0jl ppl 


Know - may Allah guide you to His obedience - that the hanifiyyah, the religion of Ibrahim 
is that you worship Allah alone, making the religion sincere for only Him, as He - the 
Exalted - said: 


(56:oLjjJ') cuaL-L Uj) 


"And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me." (Adh-Dhariyat 51:56) 

*^1 aOG? eOG^Jl 01 AS”” J_j>-yJl V) a.aLp *)j a^GJl 01 ppli dJoLxJ dill 01 d~®jp lib 

a.iL*Jl JaJlp- lil ii^jjl 01 cAjP bb ejl^kJl (3 JlPO hi O-Ub e^Ldl (j ii^JdJl JlPO lib ej l gbi l £A 

01 dill Jid Olli diyt^ OO-ip L» p_Al 01 d~ 9 ^P jldJl (3 ^jJ-bljkl d^-L/a J^oJtll lp.ubl 

d b (J,bj dill Jb (_£jJl dill) ii^OlJl dSGjJl eJjfc 


So when you have learned that Allah created you in order to worship Him, then know that 
worship is not called worship unless it is accompanied by Tawhid, just as prayer is not 
called prayer unless it is accompanied by (ritual) purity. So if shirk (associating partners 
with Allah in worship) enters into one's worship, it ruins it, just like ritual impurity when 
it enters into (ritual) purity. So when you have learned that shirk -when mixed into one's 
worship- spoils it, invalidates one's actions, and makes the person who commits it into 
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one who will reside eternally in the Hellfire, you will know that the most important thing 
that is binding upon you is to gain knowledge of that, so that perhaps Allah may absolve 
you from this trap, which is associating partners with Allah (i.e., shirk) about which Allah 
said: 


(48 <b*yi 33 ?.L23 33 J dJ-ta JjsAjj 4j 31 'y 4 JJI 0 )) 


"Verily, Allah does not forgive that partners are associated with Him in worship, but He 
forgives what is less than that to whom He wills." (An-Nisa 4:116) 


ajES"” 3 Ail! L/^S3 ^p! qUij 


This can be achieved by knowing Four Principles that Allah has mentioned in Flis Book. 

^>jJ»! jjli-l Ail! 06 Ojjib a 3 p Ail! jt-gJuLS ^jJl jLiSsJl ol 4 *-^ 31 • (_)jY! ~ 

J,L>j aJjj JJoJlj ^*>341 3 dliS 


The first: That you know that the disbelievers whom the Messenger of Allah (sallallaahu 
alayhi wa sallam ) fought against agreed that Allah was the Creator and the Arranger of the 
affairs. But this (belief) did not cause them to enter into the fold of Islam. The proof for this 
is Flis - the Exalted - saying: 


33 33? dJ-4- 33' ^UJLSl 4? ly 4®) 

(3 1 '• L _yy) (t byizj 4*^' y.^A. 333 33 cAwkil 


"Say: ‘Who provides for you from the heaven and the earth, or who owns the hearing 
and the sight? And who brings out the living from the dead and brings out the dead 
from the living? And who arranges the affairs?’ They will surely say: ‘Allah!’ Say: ‘Will 
you then not be dutiful to Him?”' (Yunus 10:31) 


4J3 Ajyil! ApljLiJlj L* OjJjA 


! : AjliJl - 


The second: They (i.e., the disbelievers) said: We did not invoke them nor turn towards 
them except to seek nearness (to Allah) and (their) intercession. The proof for their seeking 
nearness (to Allah) is His - the Exalted - saying: 
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(3a^ 1 v-jilS"" ^y> iS'^-i. ^ ^Ul oj. (jjjjlxj4 4_p jJjfc 


"And those who take protectors besides Him (say): ‘We don't worship them except to 
bring us closer to Allah.' Verily Allah will judge between them concerning that which 
they differ in. Verily, Allah does not guide he who is a liar and a disbeliever.’’ (Az-Zumar 

39:3) 


4J jS as - LLiJl 


The proof for their seeking intercession is His - the Exalted - saying: 


hip UjULiLh j jJ ySLl J L g » 0 h 'y 4_Ul (jjhia tjj) 

(18^1 


"And they worship besides Allah things that harm them not nor benefit them. And they 
say: ‘These are our intercessors besides Allah.'" (Yunus 10:18) 

hi I *yi aJip jJJL Y L_i hi I ys- ja c— SIS"" U hdiill aA-* 

Intercession is of two types: An intercession that is negated and an intercession that is 
affirmed. The negated intercession is that which is sought from someone other than Allah 
in matters that no one has the ability to carry out except Allah. The proof for this is His - 
the Exalted - saying: 


as-\jl£> aLp- aA 'y 311 <1)1 3^-9 ^j-a jt-Slhi jj IjJLaj 1 \ 1 gh 1 j) 

( 254 )®^^!) (jj^JUiJi jj-® jjjiisCsij 


“O you who believe! Spend of that which We have provided for you, before a Day comes 
when there will be no bargaining nor friendship nor intercession. And it is the 
disbelievers who are the wrong-doers." (Al-Baqarah 2:254) 
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UT dJ^S dill jjy* dJ ^jjLiJ.lj dpljLiJlj ^*jUiJlj dill ^y> i_~U2j ^jJl axjJ. 1 dpLLiJlj 

ju; jis 


The affirmed intercession is that which is sought from Allah. The intercessor is one who is 
granted the honor of being able to intercede (by Allah), while the one who is interceded 
for is the one whom Allah is pleased with his statements and actions. (All of these occur) 
after Allah's permission is granted, as the Exalted said: 

(j- 4 • ^y> ) 

"Who is it that will intercede in His presence except with His permission." (al-Baqarah 

2:255) 

s.L^AI i g ■ -» j a5(j v >U.I J ^ ^ j £ 3 d_J_p dill j_gdl 01 : diJliJl - 

ddp dill (J-d 5 dill (J y^j jLse-Jl'yi i jA 

Jl~* dys (Ail djA (ij 


The third: That the Messenger of Allah (sallallaahu alayhi zva sallam ) was emerged among a 
people that differed from one another in their worship. Among them were those who 
worshipped the angels. And among them were those who worshipped the prophets and 
righteous people. And among them were those who worshipped trees and stones. And 
among them were those who worshipped the sun and the moon. However, the Messenger 
of Allah ( sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam ) fought against (all of) them and did not differentiate 
between any of them. The proof for this is His - the Exalted - statement: 


(39V^' 3r* • JbL> s y)( jiJ US' && OjSsJ 'y JL>- 


"And fight against them until there is no more fitnah [shirk) and the religion is all 

purely for Allah alone." (Al-Anfal 8:39) 


dJ^S y±Ji Jlj 


The proof of (them worshipping) the sun and the moon is His - the Exalted - saying: 
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aU IjJjitAJ 'y Jd-flJtj £j~JLA Jlj JLg-Jlj ^JlJJI AjLSI 0^3 ) 

(37:cJ-^23) oL>) j) ^.lU 1 


"And among His signs are the night and the day and the sun and the moon. Do not 
prostrate to the sun or the moon, but rather prostrate to Allah who created them, if it is 

truly He whom you worship.” (Fussilat 41:37) 


aSLPAII ^Lj3 & 


The proof of (them worshipping) the angels is His - the Exalted - saying: 


( 80 vy' ; j \y>s- ASsj*>LdJ' jl ^Sy*\j 


"And nor did he order you to take the angels and prophets as lords (besides Allah)." (Ali 

Imran 3:80) 


aJ ji 


The proof of (them worshipping) the prophets is His - the Exalted - saying: 


A * 2 


J iJ 4 XS 1 (jj-i Xr* (jjX) ^ilj ^IdJ cJi-J C^-ib ^°y> ^jj\ L> aLSI (JLs ) 

(j Li jtXstJ ax«-Lp Ajls> aJl® C-x5”* 0) cl <Jjil dl ,3 dy^d Li dJ5L?x^d> 

(1 l^isdiLLl) |»*}Lp cAt dJ->) (3 Li jtXpl 


"And when Allah will say: ‘0 Isa, son of Maryam! Did you tell the people: Take me and 
my mother as gods besides Allah?' He (i.e., Isa) will say: 'Glory be to You, it is not for me 
to say what I have no right to say. Had I said such a thing, You would have surely known 
it. You know what is in my inner self yet I do not know what is in Your self. Verily, You 
re the All-Knower of the Unseen.'" (Al-Ma'idah 5:116) 


dji (jji-Lvdl 


The proof of (them worshipping) the righteous people is His - the Exalted - saying: 
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C ) I A-Lw^jJI ji- 4 j OjAjLj cl)^p Jj JJl 

(51k 'yi ^y> : s.^^')^'^ 


“Those whom they invoke (besides Allah), they themselves seek the means of access to 
their Lord as to which of them will be the nearest (to Him). And they hope for His Mercy 

and fear His Torment." (Al-Isra 17:57) 


jb>oAi 


The proof of (them worshipping) trees and stones is Allah's saying: 


( 20 ijt-^J) (c^-vi aii^j) ( 19 :^-^) o*yJ' jj-zjijii) 


"Have you then considered al-Laat and al-Uzza, and Manaat, the third other?" (An-Najm 

53:19-20) 

l jro- (_)) aPp Alii t_s-^ Jli a_p auI uS(j oj-^-j 

hJ I aJP (J b hLii a^~Oo Lt) 3l^j I o>h Ll UL ^ ^ 1 - ^ I b> P Ip.-Lp P^jiS3j a^O^ ^yhTyo-lJy 

. p.oJd-1 hljjl U3” hljjl oh 


And also the hadith of Abu Waaqid al-Laythi ( radiyallahu anhu ) who said: "We went out 
with the Prophet (sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam) to (the battle of) Hunayn, and we had 
just recently come out of kufr (disbelief). The polytheists used to have a lote-tree, which 
they would organize by and hang their swords on (seeking blessings from it); it was called 
Dhatu Anwaat. So we passed by a lote-tree and said: 'O Messenger of Allah! Make for us 
a Dhatu Anwaat, just as they have a Dhatu Anwaat?'" (Tirmidhi; Ahmad; Abdu’r- 
Razzaq, 20763; at-Tayalisi, 1346; al-Humaydi, 848) 

iPhj eJoJl 3 p j . A’-Cj s\>- J>\ 3 Pidj'yi P^ l jrJj'VI ( ^y‘ Jiipl bJb*j pi : Ajtjl^Jl — 

(J,bC 4_lyS JJjJly eJoJly a-lpjJl 3 b*jh ^ cf"“ 

The fourth: That the polytheists in our era are more severe in their (committing of) shirk 
than the first polytheists (during the Prophet's time). This was since the first polytheists 
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used to associate partners with Allah at times of ease and worship Him sincerely during 
times of hardship. However, the polytheists in our era constantly commit shirk in times of 
ease as well as in times of hardship. The proof for this is His - the Exalted - saying: 


ii ill p\ ji Life Oil 5JJ1 a] jwdk AJJi ijpS dAiiS' j ijg 'll!) 

(65:oj^aJl) 


“And when they embark on a ship, they invoke Allah making their religion (worship) 
purely for Him alone. But when He brings them safely to land, they commit shirk." (Al- 

Ankabut 29:65) 


'J j 4J I j Ail I 


This completes the treatise. May the peace and blessings of Allah be on Muhammad, his 
family and companions. 
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